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the reader's eyes. It is all very interesting and makes a strong appeal 
to anyone with a liking for the picturesque. No writer has ever more 
vividly shown us what a remarkable body this Mother of Parliaments 
is — ^its combination of quaint mediaevaUsm with aggressive modernity. 

For thirty-five years the author has sat in the press gallery at West- 
minster and not much has been allowed to escape his eye. But his 
volumes contain a good deal more than the fruits of casual observation. 
Mr. MacDonagh has been a careful student of parliamentary history 
and traditions, of constitutional usages and legislative practice. He has 
mastered all that one finds in the treatises, and more. This has 
enabled him to measure the significance of the things that he now 
writes about. Those whose reading has brought them into contact 
with the author's earher books need only be assured that the style of 
these later volumes is equally interesting and the contents even more so. 
Here is a spirited chronicle of Parliament, in its contrasts of solemnity 
and gaiety, its ceremonies and customs, its achievements of oratory 
and statesmanship, and all the rest. Avoiding the usual paths, Mr. 
MacDonagh has betaken himself to the bjnvays in search of fresh and 
apt anecdotes to brighten up his descriptions, and his quest has been 
notably successful. The American teacher who desires to hven his 
lectures on English government with sprinkling of human touches will 
find The Pageant of Parliament a godsend. 

W. B. M. 

Geschichte des Neueren Schweizerischen Staatsrechts. Bd. I, Die 
Zeit der Helvetik und der Vermittlungsakte, 1798-1818. Von 
Dk. Edttard His. (Basel. Helbing & Lichtenhahn. Pp. xix, 
691.) 

The interesting and formative period in Swiss history from 1798 to 
1813 has been covered already by many writers who have dealt with 
the subject from the various viewpoints of the political, military, and 
general historian. Until the appearance of the present volume, how- 
ever, no one has attempted to give a systematic and connected account 
of the history of Swiss public law as a whole during the period of the 
Helvetic and Mediation Acts. There can be no doubt that this careful 
and exhaustive work by Dr. Eduard His will at once take rank as of 
the highest authority. Following a general survey of the constitu- 
tional development of the period, he analyzes in the most admirable 
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manner the various constitutional provisions dealing with the rights 
of men, the form of the state, citizenship, territories and territorial 
divisions, popular sovereignty, the constituent power, separation of 
powers, representative principle, organization of separate powers, 
equality before the law, freedom of religion, of the press, right of public 
assembly, of petition, of settlement, freedom of industry and com- 
merce, private property, taxation, military duty and organization, the 
schools, etc. American readers of this monumental work will be inter- 
ested particularly in the various references to the influence of our own 
Constitution upon the mind of Napoleon when he was drawing up the 
Act of Mediation. 

RoBEBT C. Brooks. 
Swarthmore College. 

Occasional Papers and Addresses of an American Lawyer. By 
Henry W. Taft. (New York: The Macmillan Company. 
Pp. xxiii, 321.) 

The seventeen papers and addresses collected in this volume are in 
Mr. Taft's own introductory words "the by-product of a busy profes- 
sional life." 

They cover a wide range of topics, ranging from after-dinner remarks 
to learned dissertations on subjects of constitutional law. Some of 
them are trivial; some are ephemeral; none show any marked brilliancy 
of style or originahty of thought; and yet the general impression gained 
from reading them is that the author feels far more keenly than most 
of his colleagues the sense of social responsibility and political obliga- 
tion which rests upon the American bar and bench; and that "stimula- 
tion to greater effort in promoting the effective administration of 
justice and a more active performance of the duties of citizenship" is 
needed. 

The most valuable paper in the book is called "Some Responsi- 
bilities of the American Lawyer," an address delivered by Mr. Taft 
as president of the New York Bar Association, January 16, 1920. 
This might well become a reading in any college course in American 
government. 

Mr. Taft's strong argument against "The Recall of Decisions" is 
impaired by his attempted justification of such decisions as the Jacobs 
case (98 N. Y. 98) and the Williams case (189 N. Y. 131). Here he 
begs the question completely. Why not frankly admit that such 



